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Tierra Australia is investigating “What is Next in Agriculture”.  They are taking a big picture approach 

to increase farm productivity through Landscape Rehydration.  Put simply this is retaining more 

water in the landscape for longer.  Tierra Australia’s approach is to renovate and rehydrate farmed 

landscapes by analysing and repairing the watershed of whole river catchments.  This is based on 

targeting the critical spots on each farm as part of a whole catchment.  Detailed plans are then 

developed for each site tailored to the location issues and land use. 

CEO Peter Burgess said that “our starting point is an analysis of river catchments as a complete 

functioning system.  Once you understand how the system would have once functioned naturally, it 

is then easy to identify places where critical processes have been disrupted.  We then work with 

farmers to develop solutions that fit their farming enterprise, and also help the whole river 

catchment.” 

“By using this whole of landscape approach, we can identify ways to increase farm productivity while 

improving the Natural Capital of the catchment at the same time,” said Peter.  “One of our aim is to 

restore the wetlands all along the water ways that can naturally filter and strip out sediments, 

nutrients and agricultural chemicals before they reach the ocean.  This will help protect the valuable 

marine environment off the coast”. 

Tierra Australia will be hosting a field day in the Chapman River catchment on Tuesday 17 August.  

The day will commence with short talks at the refurbished Nabawa Tavern at 11.00am, followed by a 

tour of field sites.  Lunch will be provided at the Tavern by Great Northern Rural and Western 

Independent Foods.  This event is supported by funding from the Western Australian Government’s 

State NRM Program 

Tierra Australia is working with the Northern Agriculture Catchments Council (NACC) on a new State 

NRM funded project that will have 8 on ground demonstrations spread across the Chapman River 

catchment.  Each site represents a different component of the whole catchment.  Together they 

provide a blueprint for how to regenerate a whole catchment.  Two of these demonstration sites will 

be visited on the field day.   

Rod and Bridie O’Bree have been implementing earth works to rehydrate the landscape on ‘Yanget 

Farm’ over the last 12 years.  By holding water in the landscape for longer they now grow a lot more 

feed, produce more kilos of meat per hectare and allow water to recharge the precious aquifers.  In 

fact, it has taken 6 months of the 2021 winter wet season for water to start running off Yanget Farm.  

The O’Bree’s are also marketing their own, and other locally grown, meat through the Mick Davy 

butcher shop and Western Independent Food distributors.  The aim is to develop a supply chain for 

local produce that comes off farms which are contributing positively to the health of the river. 

The second demonstration site is on Jason and Renaye Stokes, ‘Mt Erin Farm’.  Earthworks will be 

built in a sub catchment to store more of the winter rains for longer.  Perennial pastures, salt bush 
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and native trees will be planted to use the water stored higher in the landscape. This will generate 

out-of-season green fodder to provide better year-round feed and improved livestock production.   

The sheep are integrated into the Stokes cropping system.  Their crops also benefit from innovations 

such as in-crop grazing for canopy manipulation and non-herbicide weed control. 

Several presentations will be given by a range of guest speakers at the Nabawa Tavern.  Tim Wiley, 

Tierra Australia will present his Catchment Function Analysis of the Chapman River.  Alison Walsh, 

Perth NRM will present Natural Capital Accounting which outlines how a dollar value can be put on 

the ecosystems services of a farm or catchment.  Rob Grima, Planfarm will discuss ‘Returns on 

Capital Investment on your own farm’, versus ‘Buying the neighbour’. 

CSIRO will discuss the value of salt bush in grazing systems, and new tools for analysing and planning 

farming operations within landscapes.   

Seeding contractor Grant Bain and Tony Rosser, Great Northern Rural will provide information on 

establishing perennial pastures. 

Those attending can register for the free field day at https://www.trybooking.com/BTJGT 

Photo;   Rod O’Bree and Professor Mark Gibberd, Curtin University examining a perennial pasture 

trial on ‘Yanget Farm’. 
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